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KEY RESULTS  

• $613,861 leveraged 

• 648 people trained in law enforcement 
techniques and approaches 

• 92 cooperative law enforcement actions 
taken  

• 41 agencies and training institutions 
applying new tools or practices to support 
biodiversity 

 

KEY MATERIALS AND TOOLS 

• Counter Transnational Organized Crime 
(CTOC) training package and online course 

• Rapid Reference Guide (RRG) on Applicable 
Offenses to Trafficking Critically Endangered 
Species in Thailand 

• Pangolin species identification materials 
(Guidebook, poster, and mobile phone 
application) 

• Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT) training 
materials 

 

KEY RESEARCH 

• First Assessment - Capacity Building 
Assessment: Examining Counter Wildlife 
Trafficking Trainings (2018)  

• Second Assessment - Capacity Building 
Assessment: Examining Counter Wildlife 
Trafficking Trainings (2021)  

• Counter Wildlife Trafficking Digests 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020  

• Counter Wildlife Trafficking Initiatives 
Reference Guide: Cambodia, China, Laos, 
Thailand, and Vietnam (2017)  

• Capacity building needs assessments in 
Thailand and Vietnam (2017) 

 
DNA testing of this seized elephant ivory was supported by USAID 
Wildlife Asia. Photo: USAID Wildlife Asia  
 
Estimated at $20 billion annually, the illegal wildlife trade is the 
fourth most lucrative global crime in the world after drugs, 
trafficking in persons, and weapons, creating serious challenges for 
the region’s law enforcement agencies. It is recognized as a serious 
threat to biodiversity, an impediment to effective economic 
development including the prosperity of local communities, an 
international security risk that undermines the rule of law, and, in 
the wake of the current pandemic, as a critical public health issue as 
it poses a high risk of disease outbreaks for humans. The growing 
prosperity of the region, rapid transport infrastructure 
developments including roads, airports, seaports and rail, and 
expanding communication networks and mobile technologies is 
creating an environment that facilitates and speeds up both legal and 
illegal trade. Elephants, rhino, tigers, and pangolins are among the 
top species illegally traded worldwide, and a growing middle class in 
the region is causing an increased demand for illicit wildlife 
products.  
 

USAID WILDLIFE ASIA LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITIES  
USAID Wildlife Asia, with its network of partners, has worked to 
eliminate, neutralize, and disrupt transnational wildlife trafficking by 
developing a regional movement for change. The program’s law 
enforcement activities have focused on institutionalizing capacity 
within the region for effective enforcement and strengthening law 
enforcement cooperation and coordination. This includes 
developing tools and fostering networks for collaboration between 
institutions in the region and beyond. 



KEY IMPACTS 

• 90.1% of past trainees reported they had 
applied the skills and knowledge learned 
from USAID Wildlife Asia trainings in their 
work, including techniques for covert 
operations, intercepting wildlife trades, 
and digital forensics 

• 96.5% of respondents who participated in 
USAID Wildlife Asia law enforcement 
training said it increased their knowledge 

• 89.5% agreed the training improved their 
job performance 

• 84.5% agreed the information in trainings 
was new to them 

• In-country coordination improved, 
including within national wildlife 
enforcement networks  

        

A Cambodian officer reported in the Second 
Assessment of Examining Counter Wildlife 
Trafficking Trainings that applying new skills 
and knowledge gained from USAID Wildlife 
Asia law enforcement training helped lead to 
the seizure of approximately one ton of 
elephant ivory. 

       
    

HOW ARE EFFORTS SUSTAINED 
AND INSTUTIONALIZED?  
To sustain the integration of its law 
enforcement training tools and materials, 
USAID Wildlife Asia is working with partners 
such as the Vietnam People's Police Academy, 
Association of Southeast Asian National 
Police, INTERPOL, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, U.S. Department of Justice, and 
Freeland to institutionalize and expand access 
to the CTOC training package. USAID 
Wildlife Asia also supports agencies such as 
Vietnam’s Environmental Police Department 
and Thailand’s Yieow Dong Task Force to 
tailor and institutionalize the OSINT materials. 

 

WHO DOES THE PROGRAM WORK 
WITH?  
The targeted audiences under this objective 
are counter wildlife trafficking law 
enforcement agencies, including customs, 
police, wildlife and forestry authorities, 
prosecutors, and financial crime investigators 
in Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, and 
relevant counterparts in Africa.  

 
Samples of pangolin scales from a seizure, collected for analysis and 
investigation. Photo: Singapore NParks 
 
“The Pangolin Guide was really useful when we were 
figuring out the different bags of scales that were coming 
in. It provided useful pictorials and measurements of the 
pangolin scales relating to each species as well as their 
geographical origin, which gave us a quick preliminary 
identification of what pangolin species could be present 
in the seizures.” 

– Dr. Adrian Loo, Group Director for Conservation and Wildlife 
Management, Singapore National Parks Board 

 
HOW DOES THE PROGRAM WORK?  
USAID Wildlife Asia works to strengthen the ability of law 
enforcement officers and agencies to effectively locate, apprehend, 
and prosecute illegal wildlife traffickers, and to provide platforms to 
enhance collaboration and information sharing. The aims are to 
ensure that law enforcement competencies are acquired and 
applied, enforcement actions are sustained, there is improved 
enforcement and prosecution of existing laws and agreements, and 
that law enforcement agencies are coordinating more effectively at 
bilateral, regional, and trans-continental levels. 

 

ABOUT USAID WILDLIFE ASIA 
USAID Wildlife Asia is a five-year (2016-2021), US$24.5 million, 
regional counter wildlife trafficking (CWT) initiative addressing the 
illegal trade in pangolins, tigers, elephants, and rhinos in Southeast 
Asia (Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Thailand, and 
Vietnam) and China. The project aims to reduce consumer demand 
for wildlife parts and products, strengthen law enforcement, 
enhance legal and political commitment, and support regional 
collaboration to reduce wildlife crimes. 
https://www.usaidwildlifeasia.org 
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