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ABOUT ACET

Analytical Center of Excellence on Trafficking (“ACET”)

Using Data to Combat Trafficking and Power Recovery

Every corner of our globe serves as a source, transit or destination for transnational criminal 
networks trafficking in people, wildlife, arms and other illegal “commodities”.

Trafficking impedes development of good governance, good business, and cross border coop-
eration.  Hundreds of billions of dollars are derived each year from trafficking, thus empow-
ering organized crime and corruption, undermining legitimate businesses, and threatening 
human rights and the environment. 

To mitigate trafficking, governments, corporations and civil society require reliable insights 
to guide effective enforcement, policies, prevention, and recovery strategies.

Powered by IBM and Cellebrite digital intelligence technology, as well as frontline civil society 
networks, the Analytical Center of Excellence on Trafficking (aka ACET, pronounced “asset”) 
is an open source data fusion center that helps stakeholders make sound and timely decisions 
that reduce trafficking, thereby saving time, money and lives. 

Using evidence analyzed by artificial intelligence technology and subject matter experts, 
ACET bridges data holders with lawmaker and enforcers, and spotlights trafficking problems 
and solutions for:

• Border authorities: to identify real time trends in illicit commodity trafficking;

• Investigators: to track and seize assets derived from trafficking;

• Lawmakers: to strengthen and streamline laws and policies to mitigate trafficking;

• Behavior change specialists: to identify social and economic drivers of trafficking;

• Corporations: to ensure compliance with laws and socially minded business.

ACET is supported by an alliance of civil society and corporate partners, including Freeland, 
IBM, Cellebrite, and Mekong Club.

This report was funded by PMI-Impact, a global grant initiative by Philip Morris International 
to support projects dedicated to fighting illegal trade and related crimes.
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