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LEGACY LANDSCAPES FUND FACTSHEET:

We are currently experiencing three massive global crises that are each connected to 
one another: climate change, loss of biodiversity and the COVID-19 pandemic.

The loss of biodiversity is dramatic: 

• One million species out of an estimated 8 million are threatened with extinction.

• Every day up to 150 plant and animal species disappear from the Earth.

• The rate of biodiversity loss is 100 times faster than it would be without human influence.

• Three quarters of the most biodiverse regions in the world are in developing countries and emerging
economies.

Natural habitats are dwindling: 

• 75 per cent of terrestrial ecosystems and 40 per cent of marine ecosystems have already been changed 
by human intervention.

• Each year 10 million hectares of forest is lost; that is the equivalent of 1 football field every 4 seconds
or 14 football fields a minute.

• Between 1990 and 2020, approx. 1 million hectares of mangroves was destroyed (about 21,200 hectares a
year); coral reefs: 50 per cent of the global total has already been lost, by 2050 only 10 per cent will be left 

One consequence: 

• As wildlife habitats continue to
shrink, there are likely to be more
contacts between wild animals
and humans/domesticated ani-
mals, increasing the danger of vi-
ruses jumping from animals to hu-
mans. COVID-19 is the most recent 
example.

• 75 per cent of newly emerging in-
fectious diseases and almost all
pandemics are zoonoses, i.e. infec-
tious diseases that can be trans-
mitted from animals to humans.

 Legacy Landscapes Fund
SAVE BIODIVERSITY FOR ETERNITY

Increasing Rate of Species Extinction 

Mammals Birds Reptiles FishAmphibians

1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000

Baseline Extinction Rate

0

0,5

1,0

1,5

2,0

2,5

Source adapted from: IPBES (2019) and UFZ (2019): Factsheet Global Assessment

Cu
m

ul
at

ive
 pe

rc
en

ta
ge

 of
 ex

tin
ct

 sp
ec

ie
s



2

What needs to be done?

• 30 per cent of the Earth’s surface would need to be placed under protection – with the active involvement
of local communities – in order to put a lasting stop to the loss of biodiversity: subsidies with a damaging
impact on nature must be eliminated.

Conservation areas:

• Effectively managed conservation areas are seen as the most important instrument for preserving
biodiversity and they also contribute to climate protection and to reducing the risk of zoonoses.

• Conservation areas make up 16 per cent of the Earth’s land surface and 8 per cent of its coastal and
marine areas.

• They account for 20 per cent of terrestrial carbon sequestration worldwide.

• They supply one third of the 100 biggest cities with drinking water.

Funding gap:

• Only 19 per cent (approx. 10 billion US dollars/year) of annual global funding for protected areas is
spent in developing countries, although that is where the most biodiversity hotspots on the Earth
are to be found.

• As a result, 88 to 94 per cent of 282 conservation areas investigated in sub-Saharan Africa are under-
funded. There is a shortfall of between 1 and 2 billion US dollars a year.

• Crises like the COVID-19 pandemic with economic consequences such as tourists staying away only exac-
erbate the financial need. In Uganda, for example, 90 per cent of the income of conservation authori-
ties comes from fees paid by tourists.

Billion $
50

Global Funding for Proteced Areas 
Only 19% of global annual funding for protected areas is spent 
in developing countries. 
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Legacy Landscapes Fund protects the most important remaining ecosystems:

• Long-term goal: By 2030, 30 of the top biodiversity conservation areas will be receiving sustained,
reliable core funding through the LLF.

• Measured against the current funding flowing into these conservation areas, the LLF would mean an 
extra 10 per cent in additional investments per year, so that even in crisis times core activities would 
be safeguarded, making sure “the lights would never go out completely”.

• Many countries lack the necessary means to fund the protection of conservation areas from their own
resources. Without additional capital, the internationally determined goals for the protection of biodi-
versity and nature are unachievable.

• With the Legacy Landscapes Fund, Germany has created in collaboration with other public and private
donors, and in close cooperation with conservation NGOs, a means of providing reliable and sustained
core funding.

• The aim is to create an independent foundation that will provide “everlasting funding” for these con-
servation areas.
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How will the LLF be funded?

The LLF is an independent foundation under German law.

• It brings together public and private contributions.

• These financial contributions make up the foundation’s capital and can only be used for the agreed
purpose of the Fund

• In order to provide long-term financing for the 30
top conservation areas, the Fund will need to amass
a capital stock of about 1 billion US dollars by 2030.
The LLF would then be the biggest nature conservati-
on foundation in the world.

→ In order to reach this target, contributions of at
least 100 million US dollars would need to be
raised each year up to 2030.

→ Germany has set the ball rolling with a commit-
ment in 2020 of 100 million US dollars (82.5 mil-
lion euros). Other public and private donors are
now invited to make their own contributions.
Germany is planning to increase its contribution
in 2021.

What do the conservation areas receive?

• Step 1: Funding for – initially – 7-10 conservation areas over a period of 15 years (1 million US dollars for
each conservation area (“legacy landscape”) per year).

• Step 2: Sustained provision of 1 million US dollars per year and per conservation area as “everlasting”
core funding, financed with income generated from the foundation’s capital.

Who will be involved in the new Fund?

• The LLF is an international project involving Germany, France, private foundations and experienced
international conservation organisations. Support is also being given by the EU Commission, UNESCO
and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

• With its contribution of 100 million US dollars as start capital, Germany has played a major role in
launching the Legacy Landscapes Fund.

• France will participate in 2022 (announcement made by President Macron).

• Four philanthropic foundations have already pledged at least 35 million US dollars.

• Efforts are also being made to get private companies involved.

How may one envisage the work of the Legacy Landscapes Fund?

• In the starting phase, the LLF will provide 1 million US dollars per year and per conservation area (“leg-
acy landscape”) so that core funding is ensured for at least 15 years. That goes way beyond the usual
funding commitments of three years.

• This support will go to internationally experienced NGOs which are able to prove that they have already 
entered into long-term, successful working partnerships with national conservation authorities and
local communities in the conservation areas.

• Applicants are the Frankfurt Zoological Society, African Parks, the Wildlife Conservation Society and
Conservation International. Other NGOs have indicated their interest.

• The funding will be used, for example, to pay the wages of gamekeepers and park rangers, to pay for the
maintenance of infrastructure, to support the local population living in and around the parks, or to
develop sustainable tourism. Indicators will be used to check each year that these activities are being
carried out.

Capitalization of the Fund

LEGACY LANDSCAPES FUND
Next level of biodiversity financing

35 Mio $ 
Private and 
Corporate Donors

*Target for 2030: 
Eternity funding for at least 
30 Legacy Landscapes secured.

100 Mio $ 
Public Donors

Seed Funding  
2020/2021 Mio $ 

135

$ 
1 Billion*
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How will the local population be included?

• The active involvement of the local population is a crucial prerequisite for receiving support. This 
also means an obligation to develop and implement transparent and culturally appropriate griev-
ance mechanisms.

• To ensure the inclusion of the local population LLF will use a comprehensive environmental and social 
management system. This means, for example, balancing restrictions on how natural resources are 
used against potential conflicts between conservation area management bodies and the local popula-
tion, as well as improving the situation of the local people on the basis of comprehensive social man-
agement plans. 

Is the commitment via the new Legacy Landscapes Fund enough to protect biodiversity?
• Conservation areas are the 

most effective way to conserve 
biodiversity. However, global 
efforts must also be made to 
address the reasons for defor-
estation and for the loss of hab-
itats and biodiversity.

• This includes sustainable in-
vestments, deforestation-free 
supply chains and sustainable 
farming. That will take the 
pressure off the rainforests and 
protect our climate.

• Around 80 per cent of defor-
estation in the tropics is due to 
agriculture. Rainforests in Bra-
zil and Indonesia are being burnt down so that palm oil or soya bean plantations can be created as 
cheaply as possible. Meanwhile, one in every two products in our supermarkets, including for example 
margarine, pizzas or even shampoo, contains palm oil.

• Reducing the consumption of resources and thereby decreasing the resource intensity of our consump-
tion thus remains the challenge for the future – also in order to protect nature and biodiversity. 

What else is Germany doing in the field of biodiversity?

• Germany, as one of the biggest donors in this field, is providing more than 500 million euros a year 
for efforts to conserve biodiversity in developing countries, with more than 400 million euros coming 
from the Development Ministry (BMZ).

• In this important year for biodiversity, the BMZ will even increase its investments in conserving 
biodiversity to 600 million euros.

• With this funding BMZ is supporting a total of 668 conservation areas with a joint area of more than 
2 million km². That adds up to more than six times the surface area of Germany.

• An example here is the Kavango-Zambezi Transfrontier Conservation Area (KaZa), which is the world’s 
biggest terrestrial cross-border protected area (comprising regions in Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zam-
bia and Zimbabwe). BMZ support to date amounts to more than 35 million euros.

• Besides the LLF, back in 2017 the BMZ founded the Blue Action Fund (with a total endowment of more 
than 145 million euros: 92 million euros from the BMZ, 13 million euros from Sweden, 10 million euros 
from France, 30 million euros from the Green Climate Fund), one of the world’s biggest funds for sup-
porting marine protected areas. The Fund supports NGOs working to expand the extent and the quality 
of marine protected areas covering a total of, currently, 195,000 km², and benefitting hundreds of thou-
sands of coastal inhabitants in developing.


